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Racial Justice:
The Alarming Truth About Race In the 

Criminal Justice System
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Why is this white girl . . . 

from rural Texas . . . 

the daughter of a corrections officer . . .

married to a prosecutor . . . 

talking to me about race in the criminal 
justice system?



Michelle Alexander
The New Jim Crowe: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness

“QUITE  BEL ATED LY,  I  CAME TO SEE  THAT MASS  INCARCERATION IN  

TH E UNITED  STATES  H AD,  IN  FAC T,  EMERGED  AS  A  STUNNINGLY  

COMPREHENSIV E  AND  WEL L -D ISGUISED  SYSTEM OF  RAC IAL IZED  

SOCIAL  CONTROL  TH AT FUNC TIONS IN  A  MANNER STRIK INGLY  

S IMIL AR TO J IM CROW.”



7 Million people in America are under some 
form of correctional control. 

4https://www.aclu.org/infographic-combating-mass-incarceration-facts



Racial Disparities



Blacks Commit Crime At Higher Rates . . . 
Or do they?

6



Disproportionate Minority Contact
v2011 DOJ Investigation of Ferguson: Data collected by the Ferguson Police Department from 
2012 to 2014 shows that African Americans account for 85% of vehicle stops, 90% of citations, 
and 93% of arrests made by FPD officers, despite comprising only 67% of Ferguson’s population. 
African Americans are more than twice as likely as white drivers to be searched during vehicle 
stops even after controlling for non-race based variables such as the reason the vehicle stop was 
initiated, but are found in possession of contraband 26% less often than white drivers, 
suggesting officers are impermissibly considering race as a factor when determining whether to 
search. African Americans are more likely to be cited and arrested following a stop regardless of 
why the stop was initiated and are more likely to receive multiple citations during a single 
incident.

v2013 Federal District Court Ruling: Between January 2004 and June 2012, the New York City 
conducted 4.4 million stops. Eighty-eight percent of those stops resulted in no further action, 
and 83 percent of the stopped population were black or Hispanic, despite the fact that those 
minority groups, together, made up just over half of the city’s overall population.
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https://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/opa/press-
releases/attachments/2015/03/04/ferguson_police_department_report.pdf
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Racial Disparities in Decision to Stop & 
Search
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In Austin, More Likely To Be Arrested If 
Black
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Is race just a proxy for 
wealth?
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EMILY BADGER, CLAIRE CAIN MILLER, ADAM PEARCE and KEVIN QUEALY, “Extensive Data Shows PunishingReach of Racism for 
Black Boys” NYTimes (March 19, 2018) 
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/03/19/upshot/race-class-white-and-black-men.html.



What does this look like 
in Travis County?
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Grassroots Leadership Report 
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Overall Jail Time By Race: Grassroots 
Leadership
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Discussion Questions
vDoes mass incarceration function as a mechanism of racialized social control in the United 
States today? If so, how?

vDoes the criminal justice system perpetuate exclusions? 

vWhat do we mean by justice? Innocent v. Guilty? Equality of Opportunity? Public Safety?

vAre we providing sufficient supports to communities of color? 

vShould we prioritize recovery over punishment? Where does public safety fit in?
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“Finally, I’ve come to believe that the true measure of our 
commitment to justice, the character of our society, our 

commitment to the rule of law, fairness, and equality 
cannot be measured by how we treat the rich, the 

powerful, the privileged, and the respected among us. 
The true measure of our character is how we treat the 

poor, the disfavored, the accused, the incarcerated, and 
the condemned.”― Bryan Stevenson, Just Mercy: A Story 

of Justice and Redemption



For additional 
information contact:

Elizabeth A. Henneke, JD

Executive Director 
Lone Star Justice Alliance
1411 West Ave. Ste. 200

Austin, TX 78701
ehenneke@lsja.org
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